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Analyzing tone

Below you see a range of adjectives that can be used to describe the tone of Text 1,
Text 2 or both. Look up the definition of each word and place them in the appropriate
boxes below. Justify your decisions by referring to examples in Text 1 and Text 2.

pedantic cynical biting tongue-in-cheek
complacent accepting earnest
demanding innocent insidious instructional
ironical contemptuous sarcastic obsequious
submissive compliant up-beat
honest didactic

Relevant to Relevant to both Relevant to
Text 1only Text1 &2 Text 2 only
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Text 1

| Want a Wife
Judy Syfers
1971

| belong to that classification of people known as wives. | am A Wife. And, not
altogether incidentally, | am a mother.

Not too long ago a male friend of mine appeared on the scene fresh from a recent
divorce. He had one child, who is, of course, with his ex-wife. He is looking for
another wife. As | thought about him while | was ironing one evening, it suddenly
occurred to me that 1, too, would like to have a wife. Why do | want a wife?

| would like to go back to school so that | can become economically independent,
support myself, and, if need be, support those dependent upon me. | want a wife
who will work and send me to school. And while | am going to school, | want a wife to
take care of my children. | want a wife to keep track of the children's doctor and
dentist appointments. And to keep track of mine, too. | want a wife to make sure my
children eat properly and are kept clean. | want a wife who will wash the children's
clothes and keep them mended. | want a wife who is a good nurturing attendant to
my children, who arranges for their schooling, makes sure that they have an
adequate social life with their peers, takes them to the park, the zoo, etc. | want a
wife who takes care of the children when they are sick, a wife who arranges to be
around when the children need special care, because, of course, | cannot miss
classes at school. My wife must arrange to lose time at work and not lose the job. It
may mean a small cut in my wife's income from time to time, but | guess | can
tolerate that. Needless to say, my wife will arrange and pay for the care of the
children while my wife is working.

| want a wife who will take care of my physical needs. | want a wife who will keep my
house clean. A wife who will pick up after my children, a wife who will pick up after
me. | want a wife who will keep my clothes clean, ironed, mended, replaced when
need be, and who will see to it that my personal things are kept in their proper place
so that | can find what | need the minute | need it. | want a wife who cooks the meals,
a wife who is a good cook. | want a wife who will plan the menus, do the necessary
grocery shopping, prepare the meals, serve them pleasantly, and then do the
cleaning up while | do my studying. | want a wife who will care for me when | am sick
and sympathize with my pain and loss of time from school. | want a wife to go along
when our family takes a vacation so that someone can continue to care for me and
my children when | need a rest and change of scene.

| want a wife who will not bother me with rambling complaints about a wife's duties.
But | want a wife who will listen to me when | feel the need to explain a rather difficult
point | have come across in my course studies. And | want a wife who will type my
papers for me when | have written them.

| want a wife who will take care of the details of my social life. When my wife and |
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are invited out by my friends, | want a wife who will take care of the baby-sitting
arrangements. When | meet people at school that | like and want to entertain, | want
a wife who will have the house clean, will prepare a special meal, serve it to me and
my friends, and not interrupt when | talk about things that interest me and my friends.
| want a wife who will have arranged that the children are fed and ready for bed
before my guests arrive so that the children do not bother us. | want a wife who takes
care of the needs of my guests so that they feel comfortable, who makes sure that
they have an ashtray, that they are passed the hors d'oeuvres, that they are offered
a second helping of the food, that their wine glasses are replenished when
necessary, that their coffee is served to them as they like it. And | want a wife who
knows that sometimes | need a night out by myself.

| want a wife who is sensitive to my sexual needs, a wife who makes love
passionately and eagerly when | feel like it, a wife who makes sure that | am
satisfied. And, of course, | want a wife who will not demand sexual attention when |
am not in the mood for it. | want a wife who assumes the complete responsibility for
birth control, because | do not want more children. | want a wife who will remain
sexually faithful to me so that | do not have to clutter up my intellectual life with
jealousies. And | want a wife who understands that my sexual needs may entail
more than strict adherence to monogamy. | must, after all, be able to relate to people
as fully as possible.

If, by chance, | find another person more suitable as a wife than the wife | already
have, | want the liberty to replace my present wife with another one. Naturally, | will
expect a fresh, new life; my wife will take the children and be solely responsible for
them so that | am left free.

When | am through with school and have a job, | want my wife to quit working and
remain at home so that my wife can more fully and completely take care of a wife's
duties.

My God, who wouldn't want a wife?
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Text 2

The Good Wife’s Guide
Housekeeping Monthly
13 May 1955

* Have dinner ready. Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious
meal ready on time for his return. This is a way of letting him know that
you have be thinking about him and are concerned about his needs. Most
men are hungry when they get home and the prospect of a good meal is
part of the warm welcome needed.

* Prepare yourself. Take 15 minutes to rest so you'll be refreshed when he
arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh-
looking. He has just been with a lot of work-weary people.

* Be a little gay and a little more interesting for him. His boring day may
need a lift and one of your duties is to provide it.

* Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through the main part of the
house just before your husband arrives. Run a dustcloth over the tables.

* During the cooler months of the year you should prepare and light a fire for
him to unwind by. Your husband will feel he has reached a haven of rest
and order, and it will give you a lift too. After all, catering to his comfort will
provide you with immense personal satisfaction.

*  Minimize all noise. At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of the
washer, dryer or vacuum. Encourage the children to be quiet.

* Be happy to see him.

* Greet him with a warm smile and show sincerity in your desire to please
him.

* Listen to him. You may have a dozen important things to tell him, but the
moment of his arrival is not the time. Let him talk first - remember, his
topics of conversation are more important than yours.

* Don't greet him with complaints and problems.

* Don't complain if he's late for dinner or even if he stays out all night. Count
this as minor compared to what he might have gone through at work.

* Make him comfortable. Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or lie
him down in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him.

* Arrange his pillow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soothing
and pleasant voice.

* Don't ask him questions about his actions or question his judgment or
integrity. Remember, he is the master of the house and as such will
always exercise his will with fairness and truthfulness. You have no right to
question him.

* A good wife always knows her place.
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